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his extreme displeasure, and insisting* that Jean-
Jacques should be afforded "complete and effectual
protection,"

The civil power, thus roughly reminded of Its
duty, had no choice but to obey. It did so, without
enthusiasm for Jean-Jacques (though individuals were
enthusiastic) but with the quiet satisfaction which a
secular authority always feels in rapping* an ecclesi-
astical authority over the knuckles* The ecclesiastical
authorities, however, were not very amenable to
secular dictation; and the feelings of Pastor Mont-
mollin were worked upon by the letters of his brother
in bigotry, Jean Sarasin, pastor of Geneva* who kept
him advised of the course the controversy was taking
and sent him a parcel of polemical literature hearing
on the subject, M. Montmollin read that his
parishioner "ought to be held in horror by all
virtuous citizens," and that he resembled "the hyena
which eats the babies in the south of France/* with
much more to the same effect He had not suspected
anything of the kind ; but now he began to doubt his
own judgment, to reconsider his position, and to ask
himself whether he had not, after all, been harbour-
ing a viper in the bosom of his parish* He therefore
summoned Jean-Jacques to appear before* his Con-
sistory and particularise his religion** convictions*

The Consistory consisted of the pastor and six
peasants. The proper answer to such person^ when
they presume to discuss theology with men of letters,
is a dignified rebuke for meddling with
which arc too high for them, Jean - Jacques,
instead of administering the rebuke,                   to

confound them with argument; but he hadnot lieen
